
July New s from  the FKSPCA!

Have you heard the news?

July 2 0 2 5



FROM OUR DI RECTOR, TAMMY FOX

Do Our Pets

Experience the

Feeling of Love?

We know how they m ake us

feel, but  do our pets t ruly

feel love in return? Science is

beginning to say yes, and

your heart  probably already

knows it .

I f you've ever locked eyes

with your dog during a

cuddle or felt  your cat 's

gent le purr vibrate through

your chest , you've likely

sensed som ething deeper

than inst inct . Som ething real.

Researchers at  Em ory

University used MRI  scans to

exam ine dogs' brain act ivity,

revealing that  the caudate

nucleus, associated with love

and pleasure, lights up when

dogs sm ell their  favorite

hum ans. Sim ilar ly, cats

release oxytocin, the " love

horm one,"  when they interact  with those they t rust , just  as we

do when we hug som eone we care about .

However, beyond science, the proof is in the quiet  m om ents:

the wagging tails when you return hom e, the slow blinks of a

lounging cat , and the loyal eyes that  follow you from  room  to

room . These are not  random  behaviors. They are expressions

of deep em ot ional bonds.

At  the Flor ida Keys SPCA, we witness love in its rawest , purest

form  every day. A senior dog wait ing pat ient ly at  the kennel

door, hoping for one m ore walk with a favorite volunteer. A shy

cat  who finally curls into a warm  lap. These are not  just

anim als. They are hearts wrapped in fur.



They don't  just  need hom es;  they need fam ilies. And when we

welcom e them  into ours, we don't  j ust  save them . They save

us, too. With a love that  is uncondit ional, uncom plicated, and

real.

And rem em ber, fam ilies com e in all form s. Whether it 's a

bust ling household or a hom e of one, what  m at ters m ost  is the

love and com m itm ent  we give. You don't  need a full house to

m ake a full heart .

You can help write the next  love story. Your act ions m at ter.

Whether you choose to adopt , volunteer, or m ake a gift ,  you

are m aking a difference. Support  one of our m any program s

that  help keep pets with the fam ilies who love them . Visit

fkspca.org to learn how you can cont r ibute to this vital cause.

With grat itude,

Tammy and the animals

Tam m y Fox, Execut ive Director



You Nom inated Us, Now  W e Need Your Vote!

The Flor ida Keys SPCA would love your VOTE for the Best  Non

Profit  under the 'Our Com m unity'  category for the 2 0 2 5

Bubba Aw ards!

Vot ing cont inues through Midnight  on Sunday July 6th, so

please VOTE each day!  Thank you for your support !



Click Here to VOTE for Us!

Beginning July 1st  our

Marathon Cam pus will be

changing their operat ing

days and hours to the

following:

Monday -  Fr iday 9: 30am  -

4: 00pm

Saturday 10: 30am  -

2: 00pm

Closed on Sunday 

We feel that  this change will br ing bet ter cohesiveness to our

cam puses which will now both be closed on Sundays. We look



forward to serving you during our new business hours in July!

Vaccinated and Loved Clinic Event

Announcing our first Petco Vaccinated and Love Clinic

Event ! Thanks to Petco's Nat ional vaccinat ion init iat ive, we will

be providing FREE vaccines to fam ily pets in need. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

W hen: Wednesday July 9th from  9am -3pm

W here: MLK Com m unity Pool & Center Parking Lot , 300

Catherine St reet , Key West  in our Mobile Unit

W hat:

Free Petco Vaccines Offered-

Canine DAPPv for dogs which protects against  Distem per,

Hepat it is, Parainfluenza and Parvovirus

Feline HCP for cats which protects against  Feline

Rhinot racheit is Virus, Feline Caliciv irus, Feline

Panleukopenia Virus

Other Free Services Offered-  

Rabies Vaccine

Wellness Exam

Services Offered at  Our Regular Pricing-

Nail Tr ims

Heartworm  Test ing 

FI V and FeLV Test ing

Bordetella Vaccine

Microchipping-  July is Nat ional Lost  Prevent ion Month!

For addit ional quest ions on our Vaccinated and Love m obile

unit  clinic, please contact  the Clinic Team  direct ly at

305-294-4857, then dial 2, or em ail them  direct ly

at  clinic@fkspca.org.



Clinic Program  Details

Double your Donat ion

for the ent ire m onth

of July!

Thanks to The Dogwood

Foundat ion, every donat ion



m ade towards our cam paign

to support  our Mobile Unit  for

clinic services will

be MATCHED up to

$ 2 0 ,0 0 0 !

The FKSPCA’s Mobile Unit  supports pet  ow ners in the

com m unity  where the barr ier of t ransportat ion is evident  in

rem ote areas of the Flor ida Keys. Each dollar donated will

support  our efforts to help pet  owners in need receive the

wellness care they deserve and double the im pact  we can m ake

in our com m unity. 

I f you would like to support  our Match Cam paign and help us

reach our $ 2 0 ,0 0 0  goal,  click the but ton below. Even $ 1 0

can m ake a difference  in the lives of our com m unity pets.

For quest ions about  this cam paign, please contact

Jennifer@fkspca.org. Thank you for your support !

Double Your Donat ion through our
$ 2 0 ,0 0 0  Match!

Honk I f You

Love Our

Anim als!

Asked a dog what  she

wanted to be

She said, "Baby, can't  you

see?

I  wanna be adopted, a star

on the scene"

But  you can do som ething in

between...

The Flor ida Keys SPCA

part icipates in a vehicle

donat ion program  with CARS,

which is a unique -  and easy -  way to m ake an im pact ful gift  to

benefit  our anim als while they await  their  second chance at  a

new life.



CARS will pick up your car, t ruck, scooter, boat , m otorcycle,

SUV -  or even plane -  for FREE!  No m at ter the condit ion!

They will then com plete the sale of your donated vehicle which

will direct ly benefit  the hom eless animals of the Flor ida Keys

SPCA!  All you have to do is take the first  step. The sale of even

a single vehicle can m ake a BI G difference!

You receive a tax deduct ion, and proceeds from  your vehicle

sale direct ly help the Flor ida Keys SPCA and our m ission!

Call 1-855-550-GI VE (4483)  or click the but ton below to

com plete the online form .

Click Here to Donate Your Vehicle Today!

Looking for Your Next  Sum m er

Out fit?

Look no m ore! Cool off this sum m er and show  your

love for  the anim als w ith our t - shirts, tanks, m ugs

and totes. Support  the hom eless anim als and keep

your tem perature low  by saving a life!

Check out  our Online Store Today!



Spike is Sure to Be Your Next  BFF

Meet  Spike, the big goofy guy at  our Marathon Cam pus!  At  4-

years-old and a whopping 75lbs Spike is your all Am erican

Bulldog. The Am erican Bulldog is affect ionate and loyal, which

m akes life in a shelter part icular ly hard. Spike is desperate to

be around people, he gets so excited he cannot  contain it .  This

creates behaviors such as jum ping, which could easily knock

over a sm all child, or som eone of sm aller stature, m eaning this

big boy needs an equally st rong handler. Spike has been

working hard with our volunteer t rainer, and with lots of t reats,

praise and exercise he's get t ing bet ter and bet ter everyday!

There are lots of things to love about  Spike. He's very food

m ot ivated m aking t raining sessions a breeze. He loves people

so m uch he wants to be around you 24/ 7, m aking him  an

instant  BFF. He's dog fr iendly with other equally sized/ m atched

dogs, so he could be a good addit ion to a fam ily with another

big dog, as long as it 's the r ight  fit . He loves to play ball,  the

bigger the tennis ball,  the bet ter!  He's also one handsom e

dude, we can't  get  enough of that  one icy blue eye. Meet  Spike

at  our Marathon Cam pus, or check out  m ore photos and subm it

an online adopt ion applicat ion on our website at  ht tps: / /

fkspca.org/ adopt / adopt-a-dog/ .



Spot  &  Freddy are

Ready for Nat ional

Kit ten Day!

Meet  Spot  (pictured here)

and Freddy, two kit tens who

were sadly returned to our

Marathon Cam pus due to no

fault  of their  own, they were

sim ply being kit tens.

July 1 0 th is Nat ional

Kit ten Day  and this is the

purrfect  t im e to br ing 2

kit t ies that  need a hom e into

your life!  Now big enough for

our Cat io, these

ram bunct ious young cats are m aking the best  of their  t im e

back at  the shelter unt il they find their  t rue forever hom e. Both

Spot  ( fem ale)  and Freddy (male)  would do great  in m ost

hom es and fam ilies. They're fr iendly, outgoing, playful, social

and good with kids and other cats. You can m eet  Spot  and

Freddy at  our Marathon Cam pus Cat io, or visit  us online

at  ht tps: / / fkspca.org/ adopt / adopt-a-cat /  and click their  photo

for a link to an adopt ion applicat ion today!  

W addles is W ait ing

for  You!

Here is W addles' story-

Waddles was surrended out

of love from  the only hom e

he knew. His owners both

becam e ill and were unable

to care for him  they way they

knew they should. They were

unable to rehom e him  with

fam ily or fr iends, and

heartbroken, they brought

him  to us. He was t im id, not

a fan of st rangers and

uneasy around other dogs.



That  was 1 3 0 1  days ago today ,  or 3 1/ 2 years. And we have

never given up t rying to find Waddles the furever hom e he

deserves. July 4th is Waddles' 10th bir thday, and he would love

nothing m ore than to find a fam ily that  understands his needs

and lets him  live out  his golden years in happiness. 

Waddles likes rout ines. He has favorite staff m em bers and

volunteers. He is com fortable in the shelter. But  he deserves

m ore. He has m ade his needs very clear, but  finding that

perfect  hom e has becom e a challenge. Waddles is not  social,

but  devoted to those he learns to t rust . He needs a quiet

environm ent  with m inim al visitors, no kids and no other pets.

He needs som eone that  is ready to t ruly save a life. I f that  is

you, stop by the Key West  Cam pus and m eet  Waddles today.

He m ay not  be your best  fr iend at  first , but  with pat ience and

kindness, the work will surely be worth the wait . 

Christm as in July?!

Christm as was found as a

st ray kit ten 1 6 6 2  days,  or 4

1/ 2 years ago. Decem ber

11th, 2020 is a day m ost  of

us cannot  rem em ber what

we were doing and Christm as

has been looking for a fam ily

ever since. 

Christm as has grown up at

the shelter, so he plays well

with others. He's energet ic,

loves his t reats and running

after his toys. He m ay be shy at  first , but  with a lit t le t rust

building, he will t ruly be a great  fam ily cat . I f you think

Christm as is the kit ty for you, stop by our Key West  Cam pus to

m eet  him  today!

2  for  1  Bundles of

Fun!

Opal and Pearl are two

incredibly sweet  sisters

looking for a hom e together-

and t rust  us, they're as

precious as their  nam es.



Pearl is the all-white, pink-

eyed explorer of the duo. As

an albino rat , her vision isn’t

the best , but  she has

inst inct ive m ovem ents to

help her find her way. Opal is

a total "shoulder rat " ;  her

favorite place is r ight  on your

shoulder, taking in the world from  above like a t iny queen.

She's curious, calm , and always up for hanging out .

These gir ls cam e to us from  a bust ling hom e and are sm art ,

snuggly and social lit t le com panions!  Stop by the Key West

Cam pus to m eet  these 2 bundles of fun today!

Friday, July 1 1 th

Dog Daze of Sum m er Yappy Hour

5 pm  -  7 pm

The Marker Resort , 2 0 0  W illiam  Street , Key W est

Join us for the Dog Daze of Sum m er Yappy Hour!  We are

celebrat ing Sum m er with local fr iendly swim m ing and doggy

pools for your pups!  There will be raffles, dr ink specials and

adoptable dogs.

Let ’s cool off your pups with a pool party to benefit  the animals of

the Flor ida Keys SPCA!  Quest ions? Contact  Vanessa@fkspca.org.

We will see you there!



W ednesday, July 1 6 th

Yappy Hour

3 pm  -  6 pm

Mac's Place, 1 6 0 5  N. Roosevelt  Blvd, Key W est

Join us for a tail-wagging good t im e at  Mac's Place on



Wednesday, July 16th from  3–6 PM!

Enjoy happy hour specials on dr inks and bites while support ing a

great  cause. Yappy Hour is proudly sponsored by Goodboy Vodka,

and a port ion of their  sales during the event  will go direct ly to

help the anim als at  the Flor ida Keys SPCA.

Catch live m usic from  2024 Fantasy Fest  Queen Marjory Lee,

who’ll be br inging her charm  to the stage. Plus, we’ll have a raffle

with paw-som e prizes and a pup- fr iendly m enu so your furry

fr iends can join the fun too.

We can’t  wait  to see you there!



W ednesday July 2 3 rd

Fantasy Fest  King &  Queen Mandatory

Meet ing

5 - 7 pm

FKSPCA Key W est  Cam pus, 5 7 1 1  College Rd, Key W est



Get  Ready To Create a Happily FUR-Ever After for the anim als of

the Flor ida Keys SPCA!

We have one m eet ing left  for your chance to be the next  Royal

King & Queen Cam paign of Fantasy Fest  2025!  We are ready to

m ake a huge difference in the lives of hom eless anim als and the

pets in our Com m unity through funds raised with this 6 week

Race for Royalty!

I f you are interested in becom ing a King or Queen Candidate you

MUST at tend July 2 3 rd's MANDATORY m eet ing .  For addit ional

details on how to becom e the next  m em ber of the Royal Court

and to download a copy of the King & Queen Applicat ion, click the

but ton below.

I f you have any quest ions on the process or details of the Royal

Cam paign, em ail Jennifer@fkspca.org. Thank you!

King &  Queen I nform at ion HERE!





Hurricane Season is HERE! Stay Prepared.

Preparing for hurr icane season is a m ust  in the Keys. When

m aking plans on what  you will do in the event  of a natural

disaster m ake sure you are not  only including all your pets in

your plan, but  creat ing a plan exclusive for your pets.

Being prepared with food, m edicat ions and supplies for your

pet  as well as knowing where you can go that  is pet  fr iendly is

essent ial for an evacuat ion, or environm ent  should you choose

to stay home. NEVER leave w ithout  your pets during a

hurr icane.  For m ore details on how you and your pet  can be

ready go to our website by clicking the but ton below.



Hurricane Preparedness Checklist

Hurr icane Fosters

Needed!

Hurricane Season requires a

very special foster need for

all of our anim als. Because

our Marathon Cam pus is

unsafe to house anim als

during a storm , we place all

our anim als into foster hom e

whenever a hurr icane

threatens the Flor ida Keys.

We also need to evacuate as

m any anim als as possible to

m ake room  for those anim als

com ing into our Key West

facility.

When foster ing an anim al for a storm  we ask that  you keep the

anim al safe with you unt il the storm  has passed. Should you

decide to evacuate, you m ust  be willing and able to evacuate

with the foster anim al and return the anim al to the Flor ida Keys

SPCA after the storm  has passed. I f you are interested in

foster ing an anim al during a hurr icane please contact  our

Marathon Cam pus at  Tara@fkspca.org or our Key West  Cam pus

at  Torie@fkspca.org. 

The Vet 's Corner:

Heat  St roke in Pets

Monthly we will be bringing you a NEW

column from our very own Dr. Whipple.

She will be offering expert advice for our

community pet owners. 

Heat  st roke is a life

threatening condit ion when a

pet ’s body tem perature

reaches an abnorm ally high

level (usually > 104 degrees

Fahrenheit ) . Unfortunately,



due to the very warm

weather that  we experience

in our environm ent , heat

st roke is a frequent  problem

that  we see and all pet  parents should be aware of it . Som e of

the com m on sym ptom s of heat  st roke in pets include excessive

pant ing, drooling, very red gum s, vom it ing, pacing, weakness,

and even seizures. 

I f you feel like your pet  is suffer ing from  heat  st roke, wet  their

body with cool (not  ice cold)  water and seek veterinary care

im m ediately. Heat  st roke can cause organ dam age, blood

clot t ing issues, shock, and som e pets do not  survive. The

chances of recovery for a pet  with heat  st roke depend on the

durat ion of t im e that  the pet  was overheated, as well as how

elevated the tem perature becam e. 

Heat  st roke can be prevented by reducing the exposure of our

pets to ext rem ely hot  tem peratures. Never leave a pet  in a car

unat tended and t ry to keep pets indoors during periods of

ext rem e heat . Offer plenty of water and provide shade to

anim als that  are outside. Stay safe this sum m er!

Can't  Adopt?

Sponsor a

Hom eless Pet !

Our Sponsor-A-Pet  program

gives you a chance to help

change the life of one of our

pets in need. Your m onthly

$25 donat ion a specific pet 's

needs, whether it 's m edical,

an anim al that  has been with

us for a very long t im e, like

Ron pictured here, or a

special needs anim al. Each

pet  that  is available for

sponsorship can be found by clicking the but ton below. 

Each sponsor will receive a welcom e let ter, a picture of their

pet , a sponsorship cert ificate and updates on your sponsored

pet . You can also give the gift  of saving a life in honor of

som eone special. Pets like Ron, who have been with us the



ent irety of his 5 year life, need a lit t le ext ra love and you can

be that  support  for them !  Quest ions? Contact  Jennifer@fkspca

.org.

Sponsor a Pet  Here!

Thank YOU for a

Great  Key W est

Minster Dog Show !

We have so m any am azing

people to thank for m aking it

all happen!

The incredible creat ive team

at  Sunset  Pier who planned,

executed and staged one of

the m ost  fun and successful

events we’ve had!  We are

grateful for each and every

staff m em ber.

Our hosts Com edy Key West ,

our generous sponsors Tito's Handmade Vodka & Marino

Const ruct ion Group, our superb photographer Nick Doll,  our

beats m aster DJ Sanaris, our wonderful judges Queen Marjory

Lee, Dr. Brown and April & Andrew, and to all our volunteers,

vendors, and supporters who m ake these events possible.

Finally to the dogs and their  hum ans who showed up in style

and spir it  to st rut  their  stuff and support  anim als in need.

Present ing the Key W est  Minster 2 0 2 5  W inners Circle:

Best  Underbite – Penelope

Puppy Love (under 1 year)  – Fin

Sweetest  Senior (8+  years)  – Finley Warner

Lowest  Rider – Gigi

Floppiest  Ears – Big Hoss

Most  Likely to Steal a Fish – Zion

Best  But t  Wiggle – Louis



Biggest  At t itude – Archie

Best  Dressed – Bronx

Most  Unlikely to Get  Lost  in a Crowd – Sadie

Best  Dog/ Owner Look-Alike – Wilson

Terr ific Tr ick – Ruby

Big and Beaut iful – Princess Leia

Best  Nam e – Jim my Ruffit

Best  Sausage Catcher – Koda

Coolest  Key West  Costume – Arnold

Com edy Key West  Choice Award – Suny’s sister

People’s Choice Award – Marley

Good Dog Award – Pearl 

We will see you there next  year!

Behavior Helpline I nform at ion



Click Here for  More Behavior Helpline I nfo!

Do you need som e feel- good m om ents in your life  r ight

now ? Check out  and Like our Facebook page or becom e

one of our I nstagram  follow ers today! W e are post ing

happy, silly and fun anim al content  daily just  like below !



Connect  with us
on Facebook!

Follow us on
I nstagram !





Blippi Found His Fam ily!

23 days shy of his one-year anniversary at  our Marathon

Cam pus, Blippi was finally adopted. We're so happy for Blippi and

his new fam ily. His new Dad is thr illed to have Blippi as his

forever com panion and we think they're just  perfect  together.

Way to go Blippi!  

* * * * * Did you adopt  an anim al from  our Key West  or Marathon

cam pus and have an update for us? Let  us know!  We love hearing

your success stor ies and updates on the anim als who have com e

and gone at  our shelter. You can em ail vanessa@fkspca.org to

share your story. Please include photos as well! * * * * *
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