December News from the
FKSPCA!
Have you heard the news?
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December 2021
FROM OUR DIRECTOR, TAMMY FOX

In Memory of Georgia,
Champion of All Animals
The FKSPCA cares for over 2000
animals each year through
sheltering, adoption, safe haven,
clinic, lost and found, cruelty
investigation, behavior and safety
net programs.
Every day of the year, volunteers
with smiling faces come to both of
our shelters to help feed, clean,
cuddle, walk and love the animals
in our care. Many of you who may
not be able to volunteer at the
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shelter support our work with gifts of supplies, treats for our furry friends
and funds to support our mission.
You all support the staff and enrich the lives of the animals in so many
ways and we are grateful for each and every one of you. You are truly
heroes and partners in our lifesaving mission.
This holiday season we are remembering a very special volunteer, hero,
partner and friend. Georgia Favelli left an imprint in every corner of our
organization and she is missed every day. She dedicated so much to the
care and wellbeing of the animals we serve. Georgia was, and will forever
be, a beloved member of the FKSPCA family. She, along with her
dedicated husband Tom Favelli and friend Lisa Cowen, spent every
morning taking dogs in the shelter for walks. It was important to her that
each dog got out of the kennel every morning to stretch their legs, sniff
the fresh air and feel the sun. She would talk to them, give them pets of
encouragement and take them for swims. I am emotional as I type this to
you because as I write I can hear her saying “we’ve got to get these dogs
out!” as if she is standing with me right now. She formed relationships
with each and every dog she touched and she will forever be irreplaceable
in our hearts.
Georgia not only enriched the lives of the shelter dogs, she was a
trailblazer in the project to construct a new shelter for the Key West
community. She wanted a safe clean place for the animals and staff, and
a place to provide programs like the pet food pantry and support
community pet owners. To facilitate the project, she and two close friends
formed the Spring Social event and raised thousands of dollars with the
help of business owners and the community. Together they raised over
$600,000 to build a new, safe shelter. We are in this new Center of
Animal Welfare & Education in large part because of Georgia and her
steadfast effort.
Another program that was important to Georgia is the Dogwood Wellness
Clinic. Georgia and Tom supported the construction of our clinic by
supplying it with state-of-the-art equipment so that the spay/neuter
program, shelter medicine program and affordable wellness program had
everything it needed in order to provide high quality care for the animals.
Today, while we are still working to hire a shelter vet of our own, we are
able to provide spay neuter, wellness and shelter medicine through the
support of local veterinarians and relief veterinarians thanks to the
generosity of supporters and Georgia’s legacy.
We will forever be grateful to Georgia for her dedication and vision. She
made an impact on the Florida Key’s SPCA that will be felt forever. We
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will be working to make her proud, and all of you proud, in everything we
do.
This holiday season, the Favelli Charitable Foundation will be making a
special match gift of $100,000 in memory of Georgia and the great work
she made possible. Those of us who were blessed to know and love
Georgia know exactly how proud she would feel to be impacting the
organization she loved in this way.
If you would like to make a special match gift in memory of Georgia
Favelli and contribute towards the ongoing care of the animals she loved
so dearly, please go to www.fkspca.org/donate or mail a gift to Florida
Keys SPCA, 5711 College Rd. Key West FL 33040 marked for Georgia
Favelli Match Campaign.
If you would like to make an even bigger impact on the animals we serve,
give a gift of Stock by clicking HERE, or give a QCD from your IRA by
clicking HERE to help continue the great work Georgia set out to do.
As always, thank you for being a hero and partner in our lifesaving
mission.
With gratitude,
Tammy

Pet Toy Drives for the Florida Keys
SPCA!
All toys from both drives will be opened by
our animals on Christmas Day!
Key West: Now through December 15th, drop off your
unwrapped toy at the Hard Rock Cafe, 313 Duval Street.
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Marathon: The Key Colony Beach Police Department is
holding a Holiday Donation Drive with donation boxes
located in the Key Colony Beach Post Office as well as City
Hall. Any unwrapped gift is welcomed! If you can't get
your toy there, contact the KCB Police Department and
they will gladly pick up the donations from you.

5

6

Can't Adopt? Sponsor a Homeless Pet for
the Holidays!
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Our Sponsor A Pet program gives you the chance to help change
the life of one of our pets in need. Your monthly $25 donation will
directly benefit that pet's needs whether it's medical, an animal
that needs time to adjust from their previous home, like Coco
pictured below, or a special needs animal. You can find each pet
available for sponsorship and their stories by clicking the button
below.
Each sponsor will receive a welcome letter, a picture of their pet,
certificate of sponsorship and updates on their sponsored pet.
You can also give the gift of saving a life in honor of someone
special. We have so many animals with stories to tell and we
want to share their needs with you in hopes that you will find a
special bond with them. For additional questions please email
Tiffany@fkspca.org.
Meet Your Sponsor Pet Here!
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Choose the FKSPCA as
your charity for
AmazonSmile Holiday
Shopping!
When doing your Holiday
shopping this year, consider
choosing the Florida Keys SPCA as your nonprofit to support
and shop through AmazonSmile. If we are your choice as the
non profit to support, each time you make a purchase though
Amazon you will also be donating to the homeless animals of
the Lower and Middle Keys! Amazon will automatically donate
0.5% of your total purchases to our shelter if you choose us!
Go to https://smile.amazon.com/ or go under the settings in
the Amazon app on your phone and when choosing which
charity to support, choose the Florida Keys Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. Thank you!

Looking for a Gift for the Holidays?
We have shirts, long sleeves, sweatshirts, tanks,
baby & youth apparel, mugs, tote bags and
masks! Give a great gift and help save a life!
Check out our Online Store Today!
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Our Homeless Pets are Looking for a
Home for the Holidays!
Bella could be your next
Beauty!
Meet Bella! Bella is a sweet,
sensitive little soul looking for
a great furever home at our
Key West campus. She's an 8
month old pup who is super
smart and tends to be a bit
on the anxious side when
experiencing new things. But
she's still basically a puppy so
she's continually learning
about the world; once she's
comfortable, she can be really
silly and playful. Bella could
do well with a compatible
doggy sibling or bigger kids that she won't accidentally knock
over during playtime. Learn more about Bella by visiting our
Key West campus or fill out an adoption questionnaire at
fkspca.org/adopt/adopt-a-dog/
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Glue is looking for you!
Meet Glue! She is sweet,
loving and ready for a home
for her Golden Oldies. Glue
had some eye issues but went
to the vet, had surgery and
now can see great! She is 10
years old and moves a little
slower, but is full of affection,
seeking cuddles once she gets
where she’s going. Glue will
need a gentle home full of
treats, love and maybe even
a dog friend that is nice to
kitties. As well, she is a
member of the Golden Paw
Project which includes a blood
work panel prior to adoption, 12 months of flea, tick and
heartworm preventative, a complimentary annual exam
including vaccinations and 10% off all future Dogwood
Wellness Clinic services. As well, her adoption fees are always
waived! If you are interested in meeting Glue, stop by our Key
West Campus today!
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Dolly the Puppy Needs a
new Snuggle Partner!
Meet Dolly! Dolly is an
adorable mid-sized, 5 month
old puppy available to adopt
at our Marathon Campus!
Dolly is a friendly, outgoing
young pup who lived with a
young child. Unfortunately it
was just too much for mom
and a young child and a
puppy, so now it's time for
Dolly to find a furever family!
She would do great with kids,
and even other dogs. She's
learning potty training and
does have some accidents, otherwise, this sweet girl has grown
out of most of her puppy behaviors and is happy to learn new
things. She should make a wonderful companion for someone
willing to put in a little bit of time, and a lot of love! Give our
Marathon Campus a call at 305-743-4800 for more on Dolly!
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Chester may choose
you!
Chester is an awesome senior
cat ready for adoption at our
Marathon Campus! Chester
came to us when his owner
sadly passed away. Although
we don't know much about
his past, what we do know is
that this super handsome boy
has the charm and personality
of a true gentleman. Chester
is polite, friendly, sweet,
affectionate and even begs for
treats. At some point, he
suffered an injury in his past,
and now he walks with quite
the swagger to match his
personality.
He loves napping, lying on the
counter, eating treats and
doesn't mind dressing up for a fall photo shoot! At 10 years old
Chester qualifies for our Golden Paw Program. As a Golden Paw
recipient, Chester's adoption fee is completely waived, his
adopter will receive a complimentary wellness exam at our Key
West Dogwood Clinic, discounted services for life, and a year's
worth of flea medications! Learn more about Chester by calling
our Marathon Campus at 305-743-4800.
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Garfunkel the Guinea
Pig in need of a family!
Meet Garfunkel, an adoptable
Guinea Pig at our Marathon
Campus! Garfunkel has been
at our Marathon Campus now
for 9 months, waiting for a
home of his own after he was
left abandoned in an
apartment when his owner
moved out and left him
behind. Guinea Pigs make
wonderful companions for
families, and children. They
are intelligent, social, friendly
animals that have big
personalities. A happy Guinea Pig makes an array of adorable
squeaks, whistles and fun sounds you're certain to love! If
you've never thought of adopting a Guinea Pig before, give us
a call at our Marathon Campus at 305-743-4800 and we would
love to tell you more about how wonderful Guinea Pigs truly
are!

Thursday December 9th
Charity Vibrator Races ~ Starting at 6pm
Mary Ellen's, 420 Appelrouth Lane, Key West
Join us at Mary Ellen’s for their infamous Vibrator Races to
benefit the Florida Keys SPCA! Each week they choose a charity
or person in the community to benefit from this wildly fun
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event, and today they are for Cat for Queen, who is running for
Parade of Paws Royalty! The fun all begins at 6pm, but be sure
to get there early to grab your spot as it does fill up! Don't
forget to bring your betting money and help raise donations for
the animals!

Saturday December 11th
Parade of Paws ~ 10am-2pm
Higgs Beach Dog Park, Corner of Atlantic Blvd & White
Street, Key West
Come out on Saturday December 11th to our 8th Annual
Parade of Paws! This celebration of animals is sure to be fun for
the whole family! Rev. Steve Torrence will be doing a Blessing
of the Animals at 10am followed by a doggy parade along
Higgs Beach (costumes encouraged)!
There will be live music, local vendors at our Holiday Bazaar for
those last minute holiday gifts, Santa will be there for photos
with your pups and the crowning of the King & Queen of Parade
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of Paws! Want to donate to one of our candidates
campaigns? Click the button below!
We look forward to seeing everyone at the Higgs Beach Dog
Park from 10am-2pm! Questions? Contact Tiffany@fkspca.org!
Donate to a Royal Court Candidate!
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Tuesday December 14th
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Pet Photos with The Grinch ~ 5:30-7pm
Berkshire Hathaway Home Services, 30085 Overseas
Hwy, Big Pine Key
Join us on December 14th from 5:30 – 7pm for Pet Photos with
the Grinch! Have your pets pose with the Grinch & leave with
an everlasting WHO-Tastic Picture to benefit the Florida Keys
SPCA Marathon Campus! Please bring a donation for the Florida
Keys SPCA while you and your well-behaved pet on a leash
pose for some Holiday fun photos at Berkshire Hathaway Real
Estate Office on Big Pine Key!
Click HERE for Event Info!

19

Friday December 17th
Yappy Hour ~ 5-8pm
Rum Row Bar, The Gates Hotel, 3820 N. Roosevelt Blvd,
Key West
Join us Friday, December 17th from 5-8 pm for drink specials,
an adoptable animal meet & greet, raffles, and tons of
fun! The best way to kick off your weekend is to be at the
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Gates Hotel Rum Row Bar with your friendly, four-legged
friends! There will be a Doggy Holiday Sweater Contest at 6:30
so don’t forget to dress your pet in their best festive gear! We
look forward to seeing you there!
Click HERE for Event Info!

Friday December 1st - 26th
Art for the Animals Raffle ~ 5-8pm
Gingerbread Square Gallery, 1207 Duval Street, Key
West
Gingerbread Square Gallery is donating an original oil painting
by Gabriella Fiabane to be won by a lucky winner on Sunday
December 26th! Raffle tickets are on sale now at the gallery
until December 26th when the winner will be picked at a
Champagne drawing at 5pm. Tickets are only $10 and all
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proceeds directly benefit the animals of the Florida Keys
SPCA! Good luck!
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December
2nd is
National Mutt
Day!
Celebrate
those Mixed
Breeds with
Love!
Critter Camp for the Holidays!
We are excited to announce our Holiday Critter Camps at our
Key West Campus! FKSPCA Critter Camp is a wonderful
opportunity for children to learn about important values such
as kindness and love. Critter Camp also provides the perfect
setting for your child to learn more about appropriate animal
care during their holiday breaks.
Activities include games as well as opportunities to learn more
about the FKSPCA and issues in animal welfare. We create an
educational fun environment for our campers!
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The camps are for kids ages 7-12 and there are 10 spots per
week available. Holiday Weeks for camps in December are:

Christmas Week: December 20-23
New Year's Week: December 27-30
To learn more details about the camp and to sign up, click the
button below!
Sign Up For Camp Here!
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Double Your Donation Here Today!

Behavior Helpline Information
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Click Here for More Behavior Helpline Info!
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Do you need some feel-good moments in your life right
now? Check out and Like our Facebook page or become
one of our Instagram followers today! We are posting
happy, silly and fun animal content daily just like below!
Connect with us on Facebook!
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Follow us on Instagram!

Arnie's Long Road Ends in
Furever Love!
A merry-go-round, or better
yet, a roller coaster describes
Arnie’s young life. Both rides
keep going up and down and
all around, over and over
again! First Arnie had a home,
then he didn’t, then he did,
then he didn’t, then he did….
That’s a LOT for any dog to
endure, let alone a young
dog learning how to navigate
the complex and everchanging human world. Since
change (even good change) is
stressful, it wasn’t surprising
that Arnie could be intense and
almost frantic in his behavior, a very common response to
stress. Never knowing what to expect can put anyone on edge!
Add that to his strength and determination, and he could
definitely be a handful. But underneath it all, he was a very sweet
dog who craved human attention and physical affection.
Arnie was adopted from a shelter in Miami. We know he had at
least one home before that. After he arrived in his new home in
the Keys, Arnie’s behavior became very challenging for his
adopter. He was never aggressive, just too intense and
overwhelming for the other dogs and a young child in the house.
After three weeks in the home, he was brought to the FKSPCA.
As he settled in with us, we observed something interesting.
While the other dogs around him were barking and jumping,
Arnie would sit quietly in his run, almost with a Zen-like
calmness. His appealing looks and deceptively well-mannered
behavior made him look like the perfect dog to potential
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adopters. BUT, once out of his kennel, he became a whirling
dervish of activity: spinning, jumping, and pulling with the power
of a freight train. Not an easy one to handle!
We could see Arnie was struggling. The build-up of stress caused
by all the changes in his young life combined with the stress of
shelter life was just too much. His nervous system was
overloaded. The poor dog was doing the best he could to cope,
using the only strategies he knew. To help him, we added
enrichment activities (puzzle feeding and nose work games),
along with “decompression” walks providing time and space to
move and sniff. We also began to implement some reward-based
training games to help Arnie build confidence and self-control. We
saw improvement. However, what he ultimately needed was a
good home.
We identified a wonderful person who came in repeatedly and
worked with Arnie and was interested in adopting him. Things
were going well. Together we decided it was worth a try, given
her kindness, willingness, and available time to work with him.
Unfortunately, once he was back out in the real world, Arnie’s
challenging ways intensified. That, coupled with his strength,
became too much to safely manage, so he came back to us.
A few weeks later, a nice young couple came looking for a dog
and asked about Arnie. We were open and honest about all his
good qualities and also those that might present a challenge.
They seemed open to helping him, and we wanted him to have
another chance at success. Arnie walked out the door with them,
ready for a new life.
Arnie has landed in a good place. Videos and photos suggest that
he is happy and settling in to a new life. He is making friends,
both two-legged and four-legged, learning new skills, and
enjoying fun-filled adventures. Arnie has given his new family a
seal of approval and it appears to be mutual. We recently got this
update: “He is such a sweetheart; we are so happy we decided
to adopt him!” Those are the words we love to hear!
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Check out our Key
West Amazon
Wishlist for our
greatest needs!

Donate Today!
Click here for
more info

Check out our
Marathon Amazon
Wishlist for our
greatest needs!
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