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October News from the 
FKSPCA!

Have you heard the news?
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October 2021 

FROM OUR DIRECTOR, TAMMY FOX 
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Keep Your Pets Safe This 
Halloween! 

Halloween is a fun time, however 
the candy, costumes, jack-o-
lanterns, and parties can become a 
source of fear or harm to our pets.  

Pets are important members of our 
families and we must ensure that 
the Halloween holiday is as safe for 
them as it is for us.  To keep your 
pet’s safety and comfort in mind 
please follow the tips below: 

 Keep pets away from 
candy as it is potentially 
toxic. Chocolate is 
especially known to be 
toxic to dogs and cats and 
the effects of consuming it can range from mild upset stomachs to 
cardiac arrest if it is consumed.  Candy that contains the 
artificial sweetener xylitol (gummies, marshmallows, taffy) 
are also toxic.  Candy wrapped in aluminum foil or cellophane can 
present a choking hazard. 

 Make sure your pets are safely away from the door so they 
won’t be startled and bolt out open doors when trick-or-treaters 
arrive. Make sure your pet is microchipped and has ID tags on its 
collar. 

 If your pet will be wearing a costume, make sure he or she 
enjoys it. Make sure the costume doesn’t restrict breathing, 
movement, vision, hearing or the ability to bark.  Avoid dangling 
pieces (strings, ribbons, etc.) that the pet could chew or swallow.  A 
reflective element to the costume is a plus, as is a secure leash 
when out and about. 

 If your pet doesn’t like a lot of excitement, make sure he or she 
has a safe place away from the noise and commotion. 

 Secure jack-o-lanterns and candles to prevent burn injuries 
or fires. Tape down electrical cords to keep pets from shock or 
electrocution hazards. 
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Prepare your pet and your home for trick-or-treaters or a party 
with these additional considerations: 

 Set aside time for exercise like a long walk or play time with 
your pet. This will relax your pet and lessen the anxiety associated 
with the noise and commotion. 

 If you’re having a party, keep it small. If the festivities include 
children, make sure your pet is at ease with kids and that the 
interactions between kids and pets are appropriate and always 
supervised.  This means no pulling ears, tails or fur – gentle 
stroking only, please.  Conversely, your pet shouldn’t run wildly 
among children or get underfoot.  Be sure to watch for signs of 
fatigue and remove your pet from the situation before this 
happens.  Even gentle pets may snap if they become over-stressed. 

With gratitude, 

Tammy 

 

Are Your Pets Ready to be Royalty? 

We are looking for the next King and Queen of our Parade 
of Paws event!   

If you think your pet is royalty, create their unique fundraising 
page today by clicking the button below to have a chance at 

being crowned! From now until our 8th annual Parade of Paws 
event, Saturday December 11th, your pet can raise funds in the 

community to benefit the animals of the Florida Keys SPCA.  

The top 6 fundraising pets will be crowned our King, Queen, 
Prince, Princess, Duke and Duchess, win great prizes and 

bragging rights for the year! 
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Then we will celebrate with a family-friendly day of fun at Higgs 
Beach Dog Park with a dog parade, live music, Holiday Bazaar, 

raffles, Santa and more! 

Interested in being a vendor or sponsor of our event? Click HERE 
for more information or contact Tiffany@fkspca.org. 

  

Create Your Pet's Fundraising Page HERE!  
 

 

  

Choose the FKSPCA as 
your charity for 
AmazonSmile! 

When shopping this year, 
consider choosing the Florida 
Keys SPCA as your nonprofit 

to support and shop through AmazonSmile. If we are your 
choice as the non profit to support, each time you make a 
purchase though Amazon you will also be donating to the 
homeless animals of the Lower and Middle Keys! Amazon will 
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automatically donate 0.5% of your total purchases to our 
shelter if you choose us! 
  
Go to https://smile.amazon.com/ or go under the settings in 
the Amazon app on your phone and when choosing which 
charity to support, choose the Florida Keys Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. Thank you! 
 

  

Ready for a new Fall look? 
 

We have shirts, long sleeves, sweatshirts, tanks, 
baby & youth apparel, mugs, tote bags and 
masks!  Treat yourself and help save a life!  

 

Check out our Online Store Today!  
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Sponsor A Pet 
Program is Here! 

Our Sponsor A Pet program gives 
you the chance to help change 
the life of one of our pets in need. 
Your monthly $25 donation will 
directly benefit that pet's needs 
whether it's medical, like Baker 
pictured here who is an FIV cat, a 
specific diet, an animal that 
needs time to adjust from their 
previous home, or a special needs 
animal. You can find each pet 
available for sponsorship and 
their stories by clicking the button 
below. 
  
Each sponsor will receive a 
welcome letter, a picture of their 
pet, certificate of sponsorship and updates on their sponsored pet. You 
can also give the gift of saving a life in honor of someone special. We 
have so many animals with stories to tell and we want to share their 
needs with you in hopes that you will find a special bond with them. 
For additional questions please email Tiffany@fkspca.org. 

Meet Your Sponsor Pet Here  
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Coco still needs a family 
after 2 years of waiting! 

Happy Adopt a Shelter Dog 
Month! In celebration, we 
would like to feature Coco, 
our sweet, 9 years young, 
large mixed breed dog at our 
Key West Campus looking for 
her furever home! This month 
marks 2 years since Coco has 
been in our care searching for 
her family, and we truly hope 
she will find a home this 
month! 
  
Coco is incredibly smart, 
knows tricks and is always 
ready to learn something new. She loves going on walks to 
explore, would like a somewhat active home with plenty of 
time to relax as well. Coco would need to go into a home where 
she is the only animal, as she is a Queen Bee. She's great at 
communicating her needs to her people, is strong-minded and 
strong-bodied. This means she will need a family that is able to 
listen to her communication, handle a bigger dog and provide 
continuous enrichment. 
  
Help us make Coco's wish come true and consider adopting her 
today! While Coco is currently in a foster home, once her 
adoption questionnaire has been completed, an adoption 
counselor will contact you about setting up a meet with her. 
Thank you for adopting! 
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Gelato is ready to be 
your next feline friend! 

How do you get a shy cat to 
come out of his shell? Good 
ole fashioned bribery with 
treats, of course! Meet 
Gelato. This sweet little 10 
month old kitten is available 
at our Key West campus. 
Gelato and his siblings Udon 
and Falafel were very shy 
with people when they first 
came to the shelter. After 
several months of positive 
interactions with staff, 
volunteers, and visitors, these 

cuties have grown more confident. And it definitely helps to 
reinforce that confidence with some tasty treats!  

Gelato has become comfortable enough to approach visitors for 
attention and will almost take treats right from your hand; 
these are huge strides for a shy shelter cat! Gelato has shown 
his potential to be a great, affectionate little companion and is 
ready to transition to a new furever home. If you think this 
little cutie could be the four-legged friend for you, visit him at 
our Key West campus or fkspca.org/adopt/adopt-a-cat/ today. 
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Coco in Marathon is the 
cutie for you!  

Coco is the perfect sized 
"pocket pitty" available to 
adopt at our Marathon 
Campus. Coco is incredibly 
smart and attentive, she 
listens well, loves to please 
and has perfected the art of 
"sit" "stay" and "high five." 
She loves when staff and 
volunteers show their 
affection through unlimited 
belly rubs, and shows it right 
back with gentle kisses.  

She's perfectly kennel 
trained, loves her pool time 
and walks. With a drive for 

chasing iguanas this gal will be sure to keep your yard iguana 
free! She enjoys being the center of attention and would love 
to be your one and only. To adopt Coco, visit us online at 
https://fkspca.org/adopt/adopt-a-dog/ and click her adorable 
photo for a link to our online adoption questionnaire.  
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Jack Mack could be 
squeaking for you! 

Meet Jack Mack! At three 
months old Jack Mack is a 
young and energetic Guinea 
Pig available to adopt at our 
Marathon Campus. Jack Mack 
was surrendered to us when 
his owner's child was allergic, 
and now this little piggy 
needs a family of his own!  

Guinea Pigs are fun, social 
and make excellent 
companions for children and 
adults. Did you know they communicate well too? They 
communicate using several noises, including the well-known 
‘wheek-wheek’ call – a sign of excitement or to find a friend – 
and a low ‘purring’ sound, which they make when they are 
feeling content and chilled out. They also emit a series of short 
‘putt-putt’ noises when they are exploring.  If you've been 
thinking of adopting a Guinea Pig, visit us online at 
https://fkspca.org/adopt/adopt-small-animals/ and click his 
photo for a link to our online adoption questionnaire. 
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Gretel could be your 
girl! 

Meet Gretel! Gretel is a sweet 
and gentle young tabby cat at 
our Marathon Campus. She 
came to us seven months ago 
when her owner was allergic 
and could no longer keep her. 
She is a dream cat, relaxed, 
easy-going and always 
getting along with her feline 
companions in our Catio. 
Although she may not be the 
first to greet you, she's 
always gracious when 
someone takes the time to 
seek her out and give her 
plenty of gentle pets.  

If you're looking to adopt a new cat, Gretel might be the 
purrfect companion for you! Visit us online at 
https://fkspca.org/adopt/adopt-a-cat/ and click her photo to fill 
out an online adoption questionnaire today.  

 

  

   

Saturday October 9th 

Paddle Poker Run ~ 10am-2pm 

Starting at Hurricane Hole, 5130 Overseas Highway, Key 
West 
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Shelter friend, supporter and volunteer Tracy Loss is running 
her pup, Cookie, for Parade of Paws Queen! Tracy’s Stock 

Island Paddle Poker Run will include 5 different stops you can 
paddle board or kayak to, pick a card and the best hand at the 
end of the event will win great prizes! Entry fee is $20 cash at 
the event or you can preregister online by clicking the button 

below!  

It will begin at Hurricane Hole at 10am and end at Coconut 
Mallory with the last check-in at 2pm, with stops at the 

following locations: 

Hurricane Hole- Lazy Dog 

Stock Rock Cafe- Cow Key Marina 

The Perry Hotel 

Hogfish Bar & Grill 

Coconut Mallory 

Kayaks and paddle boards are available to rent! Call Lazy Dog 
in advance to reserve. All donations raised will directly benefit 

the animals! 

Click HERE to Pre-Register!  
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Saturday October 9th 

Cars & Coffee ~ 3-6pm 

Faro Blanco Resort & Yacht Club, 1996 Overseas Hwy, 
Marathon 

Join us Saturday, October 9th, at Faro Blanco Resort and Yacht 
Club in Marathon for their annual Cars and Coffee event! Check 

out some incredible cars, stop by our booth for some cool 
FKSPCA swag and enjoy the show. There will be raffles with 

great prizes and boozy snow cones! All donations made at this 
year's event will benefit the animals! 

Click HERE for Event Info!  
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Friday October 15th 

Yappy Hour ~ 5-8pm 

Rum Row Bar, The Gates Hotel, 3820 N. Roosevelt Blvd, 
Key West 

It's officially spooky season and we're celebrating with Yappy 
Hour - Halloween Edition! 

Join us Friday, October 15th from 5-8 pm for drink specials, an 
adoptable animal meet & greet, raffles, and a DOGGY 

COSTUME CONTEST!!! Contest winners will receive great 
prizes! All the fun will be happening at the Gates Hotel Rum 
Row, 3824 N. Roosevelt Blvd, Key West. We look forward to 

seeing you there! 

Click HERE for Event Info!  
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Saturday October 23rd 
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Beer Pong Tournament ~ 5pm  

General Horseplay, 423 Caroline Street, Key West 

Do you think your beer pong team has what it takes to become 
Beer Pong Champions!?  Then come out and prove it at General 

Horseplay for all the Glory! 

5pm Sign Ups, 6pm Tournament Begins! 

Bracket Style Tournament-Match Ups chosen at Random. 
Entry Fee: $20 Per Team 

Buy Back In: $50 Per Team 
Semi Finals Buy Back In: $250 Per Team 

Finals Buy Back In: $500 Per Team 

AWESOME PRIZES including a Beer Pong Table! 
LONGEST THROW COMPETITION! 

Proceeds benefit all the homeless animals of the Lower Keys!  

Click HERE for Event Info!  
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Thursday October 28th 

Howl-O-Ween Pet Party ~ 6pm  

Boondocks Grill & Draft House, 27205 Overseas Hwy, 
Ramrod Key 

Get spooky with us at our fifth annual Howl-O-Ween Pet Party 
and Costume Contest! Bring your well-behaved pup on a leash 
for a fun night for you and your dog! Bob for toys in our puppy 
pools, try your luck at our 50/50 raffle and enter your dog in 
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the costume contest with a chance to win prizes! All proceeds 
benefit our animals and we will gratefully be accepting 

donations. See you there! 

Click HERE for Event Info!  
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Friday 
October 29th 

is National 
Cat Day! 
Make it a 

purrrfect day 
with lots of 
meowgical 
moments! 
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National Estate 
Planning Awareness 

Week is Coming! 

October 18-24th is National 
Estate Planning Awareness 
Week, and we want to help 
you make the most of it! It’s 
a powerful way to protect 
your loved ones and support 
the causes that have been 
close to your heart. Having a 
will can also help you 
designate a guardianship plan 

for your dog, cat, or other pet so they always have a safe and 
loving home. To help you get started, you can use FreeWill, a 
free, online resource that guides you through the process of 
creating a legally valid will in 20 minutes or less by clicking the 
button below today! 

Create Your Will Today!  
 

Behavior Helpline Information 
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Click Here for More Behavior Helpline Info!  
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Do you need some feel-good moments in your life right 
now? Check out and Like our Facebook page or become 
one of our Instagram followers today! We are posting 

happy, silly and fun animal content daily just like below!  

 

Connect with us on Facebook! 

 

 

Follow us on Instagram! 
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Jake found his patient 
home! 

Dogs are individuals with 
different personalities, 
behaviors, and needs. These 
differences are influenced by 
breed, genetics, age, health, 
learning history, and the 
environmental conditions in 
which they are living. Not all 
dogs thrive in all homes. Some 
animals are more adaptable 
and able to succeed in many 
types of homes. Others require 
more specific conditions to live 
successfully. Then, there are 
dogs who need very special 
homes, and unfortunately those homes are few and far between. 
Jake was one of those dogs! 

When Jake (aka Jack) came to us, he already had at least three 
homes that we knew of, and he was still a young adult. He came 
from a shelter on the mainland. We don’t know why he ended up 
there the first time, but we do know he bounced in and out of 
there with some frequency. Eventually, he was adopted by a very 
kind couple and brought to the Keys. He stayed with them until 
his behavior with other dogs became too concerning, and a dog 
fight was the final straw that brought him to us. 

Jen and Martina had adopted a dog from us many years before, 
and we remembered them when they arrived asking to see Jake. 
Their attitudes, kindness, common sense, and willingness  to 
learn gave us hope. We told them everything we knew about 
Jake: the good, the bad, and the ugly! They were understandably 
cautious, yet willing to get to know him. We all agreed the most 
important thing was the well-being of their other animals. They 
had no dogs. We discussed how we could build in some safety 
measures if they wanted to give it a try, which they did. 
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We have to say, Jen and Martina could have written the book on 
how to set a dog up for successful rehoming. More than any dog 
in recent memory, Jack was set up to succeed in spite of his 
many challenges. We have been in awe of all the steps taken to 
bring about his successful transition into their home.  

We didn’t know if this adoption was going to work and had our 
doubts at times. But looking back now, we may have been 
underestimating the commitment of these incredible women and 
also of Jake himself. No guarantees exist in life, and Jake is a 
work in progress. But we can tell you he is well-loved and now 
living in harmony amongst his furred, feathered, and finned 
siblings. We are indescribably grateful to Jen and Martina for 
helping take Jake down a path to a wonderful life. 
  

 

  

Check out our Key 
West Amazon 

Wishlist for our 
greatest needs!  

 

 

 

Donate Today! 
Click here for 

more info  
 

 

 

Check out our 
Marathon Amazon 

Wishlist for our 
greatest needs!  
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